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* June 2 - The Filot Cluh of
Caryon Lake is spomsoring the
Tye Prestion Menzorial Library's
susmimer reading progran, The
program’s theme this year 1
“Cipdor My Workd™ and has two
wesason every Wednesday, The
carly sesaion, for ages 3 through
firsa grale, ks from 10-11:30

a.m.. and the laber sessdon b
fram sccand 1o ifth eradsr
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Fly fisherman will never
know if Guadalupe catch

was a record

leff Schmitt of Austin fly-
fishes the Guadalupe River
miost every weekend from Jan-
wary through mid-May., He
keeps his trailer at Rio Raft at
the: fourth crossing and planned
1o make the weekend before
Memorial Day his last week-
end of fishing on the Guadilupe
River for the season.

Sutuirclay, May 22, seemed 1o
Jeft 1o be a good fNishing day.
He dicdint realize just how good.
1 eoubd tell nght away this was
eoing o be o goad fish," sad
Jeft. "1 eould feel power in the
head shakes, although the fish
really wasn't moving any-
where. Then, it realized that it
wis hooked and my flyling
began to bead downstream. My
big fish instincts told me that
whiat | needed 1w do was follow
that fish as Fast as 1 could and
keep as much line on the reel as
pssible.”

Landing the fish tumed out to
he o several hour ordeal that
found him more than a half
mile fromm where he started. The
stripeed bass was so large that a
crowd of ubers gathered 1o
chieer Jefl and take o piciure of
the fish. However, being unpre-
pared for such a large catch, he
embarked on a several hour
olyssey o retreve his kayak
und return 0 Rio Raft, all the
while trying 1o keep the fish
alive. That proved 1o be a diffi-

cult task with a host of onlook-
ers wanling lo see il

"Al this point, I still did not
fully appreciate what 1 had
caught. | knew it was a fish of a
lifetime for me. However, we
all know there arc some big
stipers in the Guadalupe after it
floods and [ knew that the cur-
rent state records were sub-
stantially bigger than my esti-
mate of this fish. By now, we
had measured it at 40 inches
long, 25" inches in girth and
had estimated it from charts
and formulas at around 30
pounds (31.25 pounds by the
standard formula).”

He could not locate a scale
capable of handling his fish and
finally, unable o keep it alive
any longer, made a decision to
filet it for freezing. Jeff real-
ized it was a "once in a life-
time fish® and was content with
his day's accomplishment. The
next day, Sunday, he vowed not
1o fish, rest up and enjoy the
area. But a fisherman friend,
Scott Graham, happened by
and Jeff old him about the pre-
vious day.

"By now [ begin o have a
sinking feeling and second
thoughts about what | have
done,” Jeff related. "1 tell Scott
I landed what 1 estimate 1o be a
30 pound striper on my flyrod
and he tells me that the siate
record for striper on a fly rod is

COURTESY POTO

Jeff Schmitt of Austin with striper caught May 22

only 22 pounds. 1 didn’t even
realize the State of Texas kept
flyrod records, and now Scott is
telling me 1 probably shattered
the record.”

“On Monday | called Texas
Parks and Wildlife and talked
with Steve Magnelia, who con-
firmed that a certified weight
would be necessary to secure an
official state record for the
catch, My sense of having

missed a once in a lifetime
opportunity was only com-
pounded when [ was later told
that the Imernational Game
Fishing Association record for
striper on 4X tippet is only
about 32 pounds.”

“While 1'm doing my best to
revel in the “thrill of victory®,
there's a part of me that will
always know the ‘agony af
defeu.™
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